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University Press; and Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2012).
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University Press, 1995): 2.
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Studies in the Arab Region: New Research Directions. The Arab Council for the Social Sciences (2023),
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° For a historical survey of the development of feminist critical approaches to the archive in the west
see Marika Cifor and Stacy Wood, “Critical Feminism in the Archives,” in Critical Archival Studies eds.
Michelle Caswell, Ricardo Punzalan, and T-Kay Sangwand. Special issue, Journal of Critical Library
and Information Studies 1, no.2 (2017): 1-27.
10 Kate Eichorn, The Archival Turn in Feminism: Outrage in Order (Philadelphia, Temple University
Press, 2013), 5.
11 1bid, 6-7.
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12 Sara Ahmed, “Afterword: Emotions and their Objects,” in The Cultural Politics of Emotions, p. 206.
13 |bid. Ahmed engages with theorists, such as Michael Hardt and Brian Massumi who emphasize the
distinction between affect and emotion. She quotes Massumi who argues that affects have a
“different logic”, that they are pre-personal and non-intentional, while emotions are personal and
intentional (206-207). See also Linda Ahall, “Affect as Methodology: Feminism and the Politics of
Emotion,” in International Political Sociology, Vol. 12, Issue 1, March (2018): 36-52.
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Saidiya Hartman, “Venus in Two Acts,” in Small Axe, vol.12 no.,2 (2008):1-14. Hartman coins the
phrase “critical fabulations” to describe the imagination needed to reconstruct the missing stories.
Also see Anne Gilliland and Michelle Caswell, “Records and their imaginaries: imagining the
impossible, making possible the imagined,” in Archival Science, 16:1 (2016): 1042-1467. Gilliland and
Caswell argue that the roles of individual and collective imaginings about the absent or unattainable
archive and its contents should be explicitly acknowledged in both archival theory and practice. We
propose two new terms: impossible archival imaginaries and imagined records.
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